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In the beginning ...There was the Serpent, there for Eve's awakening, and for all the days since.
Teacher, mentor, companion, friend, and more. There was God. The Creator. Quick to anger.
Dangerous. Majestic.There was Adam: as God said, a joy to behold.And there was Eve.These
four hold the future in their hands. And only Eve -- or perhaps the Serpent, too -- wonders what
lies outside the Garden of Eden. Passionate, witty, beautifully drawn, and utterly unforgettable,
The Garden, a debut novel, remakes and offers insights into a story that forms a cornerstone of
our understanding.

From School Library JournalGrade 11 Up–A revision of the Fall as written in Genesis, The
Garden is told from the perspective of Eve, a quizzical woman who questions everything from
her own "birth" to God's authority. Aloof and careless, Adam is the more physical of the two; he
enjoys the paradise of Eden, running with the antelope each day, never paying attention to the
lessons that his didactic God has to offer. The two other characters in the novel are God, an
authoritarian who views his children as toys, and the Serpent, his close friend and Eve's kind
and understanding mentor. By writing from Eve's point of view, Aidinoff proffers an alternate
perspective on an old story, but, unfortunately, the book ends up reinforcing old ideas, that
women are more "emotional" and men more "physical." In the climax of the story, God
impulsively, in an effort to see the fruits of his creativity and labor, forces Adam upon Eve. This
rape leads Eve to distrust God and eventually–with the Serpent's help–leave the Garden. The
Genesis story has incredible revisionist possibilities, but the characters here are flat and
uninteresting, and the simplistic dialogue is not compelling. Ultimately, the author's effort to retell
the "Fall" in a fresh way frankly falls, and fails to do just that.–Kelly Berner Richards, St. George's
School, Newport, RICopyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All
rights reserved.About the AuthorEducated at Smith and Columbia, Elsie V. Aidinoff has lived in
Paris, Brussels, Hong Kong, London, and New York. She has been involved in education most of
her life, starting in 1965 as a tutor in a junior high school with the New York City School Volunteer
Program (now Learning Leaders). Since 1980, she has worked at the Children's Storefront
School, a tuition-free independent school in Harlem, as a teacher, administrator, and trustee.
The mother of four grown children, she lives in New York City with her husband, a lawyer.
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C. Daly, “Thought-provoking. In this provocative retelling of Genesis, modern values such as
freedom, independence, and equality are juxtaposed with a definitively Old Testament God--
petulant, controlling, jealous, and easily angered. God wants his creations to do as he says and
is disturbed to find that they have minds of their own, minds more complex than he ever
envisioned. He created human beings to amuse and worship him, not to go around questioning
him.The story is told from the first-person perspective of Eve, who is a curious, artistic, and
brave. She can't understand why God made her physically weaker than Adam and wants to run
with the gazelles as he does. The serpent is recast as Eve's mentor, a wise being as ancient as
God who recognizes the necessity for Adam and Eve to learn their own lessons and to think for
themselves. He does not trick them into eating the apple but lets them know exactly what they
will be gaining (freedom) and what they will be giving up (ease and safety).The book is written in
simple but poetic prose that is easily gobbled up. I finished all 400 pages in a day. Despite the
fact that I already knew the ending, I still wanted to keep reading. Eve is a well-realized and
sympathetic character, particularly for young girls. Adam is not so well-developed, but this is
really Eve's story. Furthermore, The Garden questions pertinent issues such as death, the soul,
justice, free will, obedience, science vs. religion, and whether God is omnipotent. Some of the
most interesting parts of the book concern Eve and the serpent's philosophical discussions. To
many critics, this book is unsatisfactory merely because it calls into question the established
religious dogma. To me, this kind of questioning is a good thing. I don't think Aidinoff is trying to
start a new religion here, but merely to ask...what if?”

Harlow, “Must read. I have loved this books since I was a kid”

Angela Mathews, “Wonderfully written and not what you’d expect when thinking about .... I read
this in highschool for my women’s literature class and that was 10 years ago and I still think
about this book often! Wonderfully written and not what you’d expect when thinking about Adam
and Eve!”

Susan McDaniel, “Eden through Eve's eyes.. Most lovely retelling of the Adam and Eve story as
related by Eve. You'll have trouble relating to the serpent in the old way.”

Elianne, “The Garden. I loved this book. It gave a whole new perspective to the world's oldest
story. The story was very engaging and thought provoking, and the text was so descriptive. I
was able to picture everything the characters were experiencing quite vividly. The most
fascinating aspect was my new perception of the serpent. This book allows the reader to really
accept a new view of a story we have heard for years.”

Nicole Marie Louie, “Five Stars. One of my favourites. Very controversial.”
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